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SUBJECT: LEBANESE BORDER SITUATION 

1. AS MIGHT BE EXPECTED, EGYPTIAN OFFICIALS ARE AWARE OF ACUTE 
DANGER TO LEBANON CREATED BY RECENT BORDER CLASHES IN THE SOUTH, 
BUT HAVE RESTRAINED THEIR PUBLIC STATEMENTS ON THE MATTER IN ORDER 
TO TRY TO BE OF HELP TO GOL IN STAVING OFF UNWANTED OFFERS OF 
SUPPORTIVE ARAB TROOPS. 

2. SADAT, FOR EXAMPLE, HAS PUBLICLY REGISTERED HIS CONCERN 
ABOUT WHAT HE HAS TERMED "REPEATED ISRAELI AGGRESSIONS" BUT HAS 
CAREFULLY CHOSEN HIS WORDS SO AS TO REGISTER THIS CONCERN IN 
MANNER ACCEPTABLE TO GOL. THUS, JOINT SAUDI-EGYPTIAN 
COMMUNIQUE ISSUED AFTER FAISAL'S ASWAN VISIT JAN 20 EXPRESSED 
"EXTREME CONCERN" OVER CONTINUED ISRAELI ATTACKS. 
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3. IN HIS BAYRAQ INTERVIEW JAN 9, SADAT PROVIDED DEFINITIVE 
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GOE VIEW OF THIS COMPLICATED ISSUE: 

" WE WOULD BE UNFAIR TO LEBANON IF WE WERE TO LEAVE IT FACING 
THE REPEATED AGGRESSIONS ALONE. WE, AS EGYPT, ARE PERFORMING 
THE ROLE WE AGREED UPON. WE ARE CARRYING OUT OUR SHARE. BUT 
THE MATTER NECESSITATES A GENERAL ARAB STAND FOR THE SAKE OF 
LEBANON. I BELIEVE THAT ARAB NATION NOW HAS POTENTIAL TO GIVE 
SUPPORT AND PROTECTION TO LEBANON WITHOUT ANYONE EXPLOITING THE 
EXCUSE OF THE ENTRY OF ARAB FORCES INTO LEBANON, AND ESPECIALLY 
SINCE WE HAVE THE TECHNOLOGY WITH WHICH WE FOUGHT THE 1973 WAR. 

BUT THERE IS TOO MUCH TALK AND NO ACTION." 
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